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New 2019-2020 Board

Dearest Members,

It’s a privilege to once again serve as your chapter President.

Your Board of Directors is a dedicated group of professionals who work on our member’s behalf and 
it’s an honor to serve with them. 

I also want to thank my predecessor, Andy Bigbie, for his excellent leadership.  Congratulations again 
Andy for your NAHU Presidential Citation award!  Under Andy’s leadership with a strong board and 
committee chairs, we received  the Pacesetter Award and the NAHU Chapter Website award.

I can proudly brag that OKAHU continues to be a model chapter.

Please remember you are always welcome to a board meeting to see what goes on behind the scenes.

I wanted to personally thank our corporate sponsors. Look at our current list and support these 
companies who support us.

We have a great year planned and I look forward to seeing you at our events!

Thank you,
Pat Robertson
2019-2020 OKAHU President

www.OKAHU.org
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Upcoming Meetings

Our Professional Development team is 
securing great speakers for our upcoming 
Meetings and Certification Class!

DATE TOPIC SPEAKER CE

Aug. 9th Stoploss 101 Patrick Digan, 
Symetra

1 General 
CE

Sept. TBD Social for NEW MEMBERS – Details coming soon!

Sept. 12th NAHU Certification – “Benefits 
Technology”

David Smith – NAHU 
Presenter

* See below

Oct. 10th Keep Group or Go Onto 
Medicare

Mike Smith 1 General 
CE

Nov. 14th Live from NAHU webinar 1 General 
CE

December OFF – NO MEETING

Jan. 9th 2 hour Ethics Michael Bricker 2 Ethics CE

Feb. 13th Compliance Jan Dumont Pending

March 12th Annual Legislative Updates Legislative Team 1 Legislative
CE

April 9th TBD

May 14th Spring Symposium 5-6 Hours

June 11th Annual Meeting / Installation/ 
Awards

*   Benefits Technology Course: Thurs, 9/12 – 9:30am to 1:30pm
• COST: $200 for NAHU members, $300 for non-members (price includes lunch)
• See OKAHU website for more info and to register
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Joyce Bonner
Messer-Bowers Company

joyce@messerbowers.com
405.286-6333

April Bortmess
Blue Cross Blue Shield

April_Bortmess@hcsc.net
405.316.7056

Matt Brown
American Insurance Group
Mattbrownins@yahoo.com

580.772.8833

Chris Engelman
Blue Cross Blue Shield

Chris_Engelman@bcbsok.com
405.316.7011

Nova Hammersley
Blue Cross Blue Shield

nhammersley@bcbsok.com
405.316.7092

Sherry Richey
Insurica

sherryrichey@gmail.com
405.250.6780

Membership

A Word from our Membership Chairperson:

On behalf of NAHU and our local leadership with OKAHU we want to thank you for being a 
member. Your membership is valuable and it’s your support of the association that allows us 
to keep you informed and ready to meet the health, financial and retirement security needs of 
all Americans through education, advocacy and professional development. The strength of 
our association, and our collective powerful voice, is dependent upon continued membership 
growth both nationally and locally.

Therefore, recruiting is one of the most important tasks our association will face during the 
year. You can help us recruit new members by referring co-workers, friends in the business, or 
others you know to be in the health insurance field. Prospective new members can join by 
going to www.nahu.org and click on the JOIN NOW button in the top right corner.

Or feel free to send me the prospective new member’s name, phone and/or email address 
and I will be glad to reach to them. Cathy Van Zant, 602-1144, cvanzant@rogersbenefit.com

Kathryn Stafford
Insurica

Kathryn.Stafford@insurica.com
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Awards

Special Recognition goes to Tom Tacheny, winner of the 
OSAHU Dave Shepherd Memorial Health Underwriter of the 
Year!

Thank you Tom for 
your leadership, 
support and service 
to OKAHU and 
OSAHU!  You are 
invaluable and we 
appreciate you!

Congratulations to Kelley Harmon!

Kelley won the OKAHU Health Underwriter 
Person of the Year for 2018-2019!

Kelley joined the Board, had great ideas & 
suggestions, and took on the huge task of 
tracking the items we needed to complete and 
apply for awards at the National Convention.  
AND she earned her REBC Designation!

Way to go Kelley!  We appreciate you!
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Legislative Update

LOCAL:
- HB2632 & SB 841 – Pharmacy Bills

- HB 2363 passed and signed by Gov. Stitt – OID is working on 
implementation

- Expected to raise premiums

- Several House interim studies coming up that we may want to engage in:
- “Right to Shop” – Rep. Jim Olsen
- “Surprise Medical Billing” – Rep. Chris Sneed & Rep. Tammy Townley
- “Balance Billing- the hidden expense that will blow up your budget” –

Rep. Lewis Moore
- “Emergency Medicine and new innovations in providing emergency 

care” – Re. Lewis Moore

- Medicaid Expansion
- Concerns about the numbers – data being used is over 7 years old
- Past interim study showed it would bankrupt the state if implemented
- Governor must come up with a less costly plan and get it approved 

next session  
- Topic expected to make the ballot in Nov. 2020

FEDERAL:
- 40 Hour Work Week
- Waiver Comment
- HR 3630 Stop Surprise Medical Billing – see Operation Shout
- S 1895 Lower Healthcare Cost Act of 2019 – see Operation Shout
- AHP Regulations just released
- Encourage members to subscribe and read NAHU Washington Update 

released by email every Friday afternoon



OKAHU NEWSLETTER

www.OKAHU.org 6

HUPAC and OKHUPAC
Your HUPAC and OKHUPAC contributions help us support candidates whom we 
feel will help benefit the work of our industry, agents, brokers, carriers, and 
Association.

Federal AND local contributions are NOT party specific.  We have given an equal 
amount to both Democrats and Republicans.

NAHU recognizes local chapters for:
- The number of members who contribute to HUPAC
- The number of members who contribute to OKHUPAC

Money Talks ~ You CAN make a difference in our industry by helping to support 
candidates who support US!

HUPAC - $12 / mo (or $150 annually)
OKHUPAC - $10/mo (or $120 annually)

See attached forms.

HUPAC Elevator Pitch in less than 75 words:
Congress can tax or regulate you out of business at anytime. 

The PAC gives you a voice in Congress to support or oppose any legislation that 
affects our industry. The larger our PAC the stronger our voice. 

Our collective contributions have a bigger impact than if you just gave directly to 
a campaign. And to be a part of the PAC you must be an NAHU member. 

Can I count you in?
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We would love to have you join us!

Can you talk to new members? Join the Membership Committee!

Have great award/recognition ideas? Join the Awards Committee!

Great with design?  Help with Newsletters!

Responsible? Help keep website info up to date!

Organized? Help committees keep track of the Awards criteria 
they complete each year!

You won’t be alone!  We are a TEAM on a Committee, so everyone 
does a small part to make a big impact!

Look at the committee list.  Find an area where we could use your 
strength & talents, and let us know!

Committees
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Public Service
Play “Korral the ACE” at our monthly luncheon and take 
a chance on creating a win/win for you and the OK 

Kids Korral!”

$1 = 1 ticket
If your ticket is drawn, you get to pull a card from the remaining 
stack.  If you pull the ACE, you win half the pot & the other half 

goes to OK Kids Korral!

2019 Lunch Prices 

Members $25
Non-members $50
(or $26 / $52 charge for credit cards)

How to Register Online:
www.okahu.org
> Click Red Login box
> Enter your email & password
> Click Meetings in the top header
> Click Red Register Now button

OR

> On the Email, Click Register Now button
> Enter your email & password

WHEN:  2ND Thursday of each month
WHERE: Quail Creek Country Club

3501 Quail Creek Road, OKC, OK 73120
WHY: Education, CE credits, Professional Development, 

Socialize with Peers & Corporate Sponsors



OKAHU NEWSLETTER

www.OKAHU.org 9

DID YOU KNOW…..
Annual Partners (fka Corporate Sponsors) 
can contribute to this newsletter?  OKAHU 
appreciates the support of our sponsors and 
offers many benefits to them, including the 
opportunity to submit educational articles to 
improve our knowledge of the sponsor’s 
business, products, or services.

Business Address:
PO Box 12146

Oklahoma City, OK 73157

OKAHU is a non-profit organization dedicated to serving the 
public by promoting activities and ethical conduct of members 
through communication, continuing education and increasing 
industry knowledge. OKAHU members also work to monitor and 
influence and activities of the state and federal legislatures. We work
hard to protect the health care consumer’s future.

Remember to “Friend” and “Follow” us on social media!

Facebook: okchealthunderwriters

Twitter: OKAHU_HealthUW

Instagram: okchealthunderwriters

LinkedIn: oklahoma-city-association-of-health-underwriters
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Annual Partners 2019-2020

Brad Johnson

Johnsonb9@aetna.com

Phone: 405-945-1206

Julie Rethmeyer 

Julie_Rethmeyer@hcsc.net

Phone: 918-551-3366

Lan Miller 

lmiller@deltadentalok.org

Phone: 405-607-2134

Kemp Cole

kjcole@kemper.com

Phone: 405-848-7931

Zack Taber 

zack@taberbrokerage.com

Phone: 405-235-4610

Dennis Grubbs

dgrubbs@clfrates.com

Phone: 405-290-5745

Connie Morgan 

connie@suewilsonbrokerage.com

Phone: 405-843-8300

Theresa Wormington

Theresa.wormington@tasconline.com

Phone: 405.388.4134

Steve Lanier 

Steve_Lanier@uhc.com

Phone: 405-415-8148

Jacqueline Cordova

Jacqueline.Cordova@cigna.com

Phone: 469-460-2147

Gentry Woodburn

gwoodburn@ameritas.com

Phone: 4512-422-8389

Susie Brown

Susie.Brown@visioncaredirect.com

Phone: 405-473-8626

Emily Shipley

eshipley@okstatechamber.com

Phone: 405-272-4421
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Photo Gallery
Recognizing our Members for Years of Service!

Kelley Harmon presenting to:
Karen Brown , Dan Oliver, & Pat Robertson

All had over 10 years

Jana Pitt, Carrie Cox, Kemp Cole 
Over 15 years

Anita Haftman, Over 1 year

Tom Tacheny, with 
over 5 years

Leah-Anne Janway 
with over 25 years
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Photo Gallery
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Karen Brown , Dan Oliver, & Pat Robertson
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Over 15 years

Anita Haftman, Over 1 year
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over 5 years
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Photo Gallery
Recognizing our Members!

Andy Bigbie, Mike Dollins, Randy Shrier, Tom Schmidt,  Cathy VanZant, Shelby Faust, Chad 
Coulter, Danielle Verdin, Megan Hutton, Connie Morgan Kitchen, Diane Barton-Lewis

Presidential Award
Andy Bigbie & Kelley Harmon

Website Award
Kelley Harmon & 
Ashley Goggans

Accepting Website Award, Presidential Award, 
Pacesetter Award, and Blue Ribbon Award
Kelley Harmon, Ed Oleksiak – Region 6 VP, 
Dana Nursick

Our Awards from National Convention
Kelley Harmon and Dana Nursick travelled to San Diego for the NAHU National Convention. Kelley 
served as the head of Awards Committee this past year and was very instrumental in helping us 
take the steps needed to qualify for the awards.  They accepted the local Awards for us!
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