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NABIP Oklahoma City recognized

The National Association of Bene-
fits and Insurance Professionals 
(NABIP) Oklahoma City was recently
recognized with Gold Certification as
part of a certification program, which is
an ongoing program that recognizes ex-
celling chapters throughout the calen-
dar year.

The NABIP Oklahoma City has a far-
reaching impact on providing for the
health care needs of individuals, fam-
ilies and business in their communities,
as well as provide over 15 hours of con-
tinuing education courses to health 
insurance and employee benefit 
professionals.

For more information, go to
www.nabip.org.

CV Tech adviser receives honor

Emily Beesley, adviser for the Okla-
homa Small Business Development
Center (SBDC) at CV Tech, was honored
with the 2024 SBDC State Star Award
for demonstrating exemplary perfor-
mance while helping current and pros-
pective business owners in the area
with management, financial and tech-
nical support

The West Central office at CV Tech
provides services to a six-county area,
which includes Blaine, Caddo, Canadi-
an, Grady, Kingfisher and Logan coun-
ties. 

For more information, call Beesley at
405-422-2271.

Youths earn Eagle Scout

Eleven metro-area students have
earned the rank of Eagle Scout, which is
the highest rank within the Boy Scouts
of America program.

Eagle Scout rank awarded to:
h Evan Joseph Kirt, age 16, of Okla-

homa City, troop 4, Westminster Pres-
byterian Church.

h Eddie Michael Smith, 18, of Ed-
mond, troop 78, First Presbyterian
Church of Edmond.

h Racyn Gage Campbell, 18, of
Shawnee, troop 461, Wesley United
Methodist Church Shawnee.

h Paul Jonah Young, 17, of Tuttle,
troop 4338, American Legion Post 176.

h Noah Patrick Mitchell,17, of Moore,
troop 217, St. Mark Catholic Church.

h Garrett Christopher Hood , 17, of
Yukon, troop 807, United Methodist
Church of Yukon.

h Caitlin Love, 18, of Shawnee, troop
6416, St. Benedict’s Catholic Church.

h Sydney Audrey Willoughby, 15, of
Edmond, troop 6079, South Hills Chris-
tian Church.

h Turner William Hadrava, 18, of
Oklahoma City, troop 120, Christ the
King Catholic School.

h Benjamin Duncan Dennis, 15, of
Tuttle, troop 4338, American Legion
Post 176.

h Andrew Dennis, 15, of Tuttle, troop
4338, American Legion Post 176.

To be considered for this column,
please email achievement announce-
ments and photos to DLindauer@
Oklahoman.com.

COMMUNITY ACHIEVERS

“Saturday Night Live” returns for a
new season on Saturday, Sept. 28, just
in time for a five-episode sprint to the
election. 

And in one of those ready-to-feel-old
deals, it’s the show’s 50th season.

You can debate its quality (inconsis-
tent depending on the season and cast)
and cultural impact (ditto). But you
can’t debate its staying power.

Especially since Donald Trump’s rise
to power and the show’s intermittently
effective skewering of him (and, don’t
forget, having him as host in November
of 2015 while he was running for presi-
dent), whenever yet another jaw-drop-
ping news story comes along, “I can’t
wait to see what ‘Saturday Night Live’
does with this” usually works its way
into the conversation. 

Make no mistake, the show’s success
with its political satire is spotty at best,
lazy at worst, though it’s not wholly the
fault of the writers. So many things have
happened since 2016 that are simply be-
yond satire, and at some point – repeat-
edly lying that Haitian immigrants are
eating pets in Ohio is one – there’s just
really not anything funny about it.

So, what does the show mean now?
What did it mean 50 years ago? 

If “SNL” is the establishment now,
when it started, it was anything but. It’s
a stretch to say it was counterculture
material, but it’s probably about as close
as network television could get at the
time (even if it aired late on Saturday
nights, a forgiving time slot for network
standards).

It was definitely the ultimate show to
watch if you were a kid and wanted to
feel a little older and cooler, a virtual im-
possibility throughout life but a goal for
which you never stop striving. It was
while watching an episode early on that
I heard my sister, eight years older than

me, use some choice words I was
shocked to learn she even knew. We all
felt cool I guess. You’d go to school on
Monday and laugh about sketches that
got big laughs that maybe you didn’t
fully understand but seemed edgy
enough that it was worth faking it.

Alas, those early seasons are also a
good example of a show that’s probably
not as good or as funny as you remem-
ber. Ask me which cast was best, and I’d
probably say the original or the second,
after Chevy Chase left and Bill Murray
took his place. John Belushi! Dan Ayk-
royd! Gilda Radner! I told my kids their
whole lives great sketches like Ayk-
royd’s BassOMatic or Belushi’s Samurai
or Aykroyd’s Fred Garvin: Male
Prostitute or Radner’s Roseanne

Roseannadanna.
And then I would show them to my

children, and their response was like,
“Oh.” Not a lot of laughs ensued. I get it,
too. It doesn’t come off as funny now as
it seemed then. 

TV has changed, the way we watch
TV has changed, comedy has changed,
audiences have changed, political satire
has changed (though what Jon Stewart
did with “The Daily Show” is a direct ex-
tension of what Chase was doing on
“Weekend Update” in 1975).

Yet, “SNL” still plugs along.
Truly, I try to explain to my kids and

anyone else who will listen, not that it
matters much, but there really wasn’t
anything else like this on TV at the time.
When Mick Jagger licked Ron Wood’s

face during a Rolling Stones perfor-
mance in 1978, my father was floored
(making it all the more delightful). It
seemed wild, definitely something we
talked about in school on Monday. Now
it wouldn’t raise an eyebrow, or merit a
mention in the cafeteria at lunch. This is
probably a good thing, but it also shows
how times have changed and the diffi-
culty of keeping up.

“SNL” can’t be that provocative any-
more. It’s a crowded field. What it can
be, and still is at its best is relevant. 

Comedy is tragedy plus time, so they
say. But what about comedy plus time?
What about comedy plus 50 years?
That’s “Saturday Night Live,” for better
and for worse, often during the same
episode. Just like it always has been.

Colin Jost and Michael Che host “Weekend Update” on “SNL.” PROVIDED BY WILL HEATH/NBC

‘SNL’ is back for its 50th season 
Bill Goodykoontz
Arizona Republic

USA TODAY NETWORK

Ron Nessen and Chevy Chase as President Gerald Ford perform “An Oval Office” skit on “SNL” on April 17, 1975. PROVIDED BY
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